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Senior Research Project Instructions and Requirements
CJC 496 – University of Mount Olive
I. Topic Identification and Research Problem:  The student must identify a workable topic upon which s/he can develop the requisite elements in the research process as described in the project overview and description.  The topic must be broad enough to contain several independent and dependent variables, yet not too broad that it does not lend itself to social science research. The variables may not all be dichotomous as it is necessary to run more than descriptive statistics. In other words, "Wearing a seatbelt (yes/no) results in less injuries (yes/no)", would not be sufficient.  All topics must be approved by the instructor. (The fact that the student may have used a topic in Research Methods or Data Analysis does not mean that the topic will be acceptable to the instructor.)  
The selected topic must also have some criminological or sociological significance making it important enough to research and, thus, must not be of a banal nature (unimportant) or a topic that has been sufficiently researched in the extant literature (nothing new to learn).  In addition to identifying the topic, the student MUST explain the problem s/he seeks to address in the form of a research statement.  In other words, the student must identify the gap in the existing research that s/he desires to investigate and state why it is important.  Once submitted, make sure to review the instructor's feedback and make any necessary revisions prior to moving forward in the process.  
II. Annotated Bibliography:  Research the extant literature on the topic and write an annotated bibliography consisting of no less than fifteen (15) articles from academic journals and texts. The student may also include additional sources from reliable internet sites, magazines and news articles to reveal the currency of the topic but note that this information should not be considered as substantive.  This exercise is intended to make sure the students reference appropriate sources and should prove very helpful in the organizing and writing of the literature review.  
The annotated bibliography should consist of the (1) source properly cited in APA format, (2) a brief recitation of the theme of the article, (3) methodology employed in the research if applicable, (4) a statement on how the article applies to the proposed research study, (5) identification of any relevant independent and dependent variables, and (6) a specific quote relevant to the present study.  Check to verify that the annotated bibliography is formatted properly per APA style and that there are no grammatical, structural, or citation errors.  Students should consider submitting no more than three articles on the discussion board for review by the instructor prior to completing the entire bibliography. Submit via designated Moodle thread and make revisions as suggested by the instructor. 



III. Literature Review and Problem Statement: This part of the process should be very familiar to students as they have been required to write literature reviews in several courses as part of final papers.  This literature review is different in that it does not end with commentary on the findings in the various articles but rather leads up to the statement of the research problem to be addressed in the project.  Construct a 10 page (minimum) literature review from the journal articles and additional sources in APA format.  Omit any abstracted articles from the annotated bibliography that are not relevant and include additional articles from your continuing review of the literature on the topic.  There are to be no less than 15 academic articles referenced in the paper.  The literature review should be written in a logical and coherent manner leading to the problem statement.  It is not sufficient to merely address one article after another as they must be integrated in a logical and flowing manner, using transition sentences.  
Peer-reviewed academic journal articles typically are fashioned the following way: Author(s). (Year). " Short title: Followed by more explanatory subtitle." Journal Title of Ology/Science/System/Study (something relevant). Volume #, Pages (usually about 20 in length).   The literature review must include the methodology utilized in the study as well as any theory applied or tested in each article. It is important to note that "not all findings are equal" as some methods are better than others based on proper sampling, inclusion and development of relevant variables, and soundness of analysis. Thus, it is important to reference the methodology, sample and analysis prior to stating the findings of the article. In regards to theory, the author(s) of the article either state that it is being applied or test it in the form of hypotheses. Make sure you include this information if it is relevant to explaining the study. 
The literature review should start broad, providing background and context for the topic of inquiry, then narrow as it addresses various more specific aspects of the investigation, and lead right to the point where the student has no choice by to state the research problem.  For example, "Knowing all of this, it is still necessary to explore such and such for a better understanding of the phenomenon. Thus, I intend to investigate …".  The student must clearly articulate the research problem to be explored, its importance, and its implications for the criminal justice system and/or society.  Check to verify that the literature review is formatted properly per APA style and that there are no grammatical, structural, or citation errors. Submit via designated Moodle thread and make revisions as suggested by the instructor. 
IV. Methodology Section:  Fully develop and articulate the methodology for the research project you propose to execute. This requires that the student provide a detailed methods section including all of the elements necessary to conduct a viable research project. Make sure to cite the texts from Methods and Statistics in this section to provide the academic rendering of the concepts and stages of the process.  Then, explain the concepts in your own words to reveal student understanding of the components before applying the concepts to your project using specific terms and numbers.  Note that all sections are integrated and fault in one creates fault in all the other sections. 


THIS section is the major emphasis of this course. We are trying to assess whether or not you can identify a research problem and develop a process by which to investigate it using the tried and true research methods for social sciences. The subsections for this requirement include: 
A. (1) The methodology to be employed (quantitative/qualitative/mixed methods/etc.) and reasoning why it is appropriate for your study. Review the types of methodology in your research methods text and figure out which method would be best to carry out the present task. While you may personally prefer one method over another, that does not mean you should choose that method. It is important to choose the method that will best allow you to investigate the phenomenon under consideration and, more importantly, that will permit you to fulfill the requirements of this course.  Define the method and specific design (survey, questionnaire, interviews, participant observation, etc.) that you will employ by citing the text and explain it in your own words.  Further, explain why it is appropriate for your particular study (and don't say because it allows you "to fulfill the course requirements"). 
(2)  What are the units of analysis in your study?  Define this concept through text citation and explain same in your own words before identifying your units of analysis. This is an important concept because you need to focus with specificity on exactly what you are exploring once you identify your research problem. 
(3)  Define the concept of population via text citation, explain in your own words and then identity the population you seek to examine. Note that there is a broad population from which you will have to narrow in order to be able to develop a sampling frame from which to draw a workable sample. 
(4)  Review and select sampling techniques in your methods textbook, define potential appropriate techniques (cite your text), and in your own words. Then, select the appropriate sampling technique for your study and detail how you would go about securing your sample for the study. 
(5)  Define and explain hypotheses.  Develop three distinct research hypotheses and the corresponding null hypotheses.  Make sure you do not merely use different independent variables with the same dependent variable.  Make sure the hypotheses are relevant and aim toward the crux of your study. State them in the form of equations stating how the independent variable will impact the dependent variable.  The null for each suggests there will be no impact.
(6)  Define and explain the concepts of independent variable and dependent variable.  Develop and code at least seven independent variables and three dependent variables. Remember the independent variables act upon the dependent variables, so it does not make sense to have independent variables listed as dependent or vice versa. See the power point exemplar for guidance and take instructor feedback into account when finalizing variables.


 
(7)  Having conceptualized your variables, you should be able to operationalize them (provide measurement) and place them in question/statement form for use in your research instrument. Recall that you are required to place sample of questions in the content of your paper as well as fully develop a research instrument (survey/questionnaire as appendix).  
(8)  Once your instrument is constructed, you will need to figure out how to administer it for data collection.  Review your methods text and select and explain the most appropriate method for administration of your research instrument and collection of data.  Describe the process as you would execute it in your paper.
(9)  Having data without any way to analyze it is worthless.  Recall your Data Analysis course and reference your textbook.  Figure out the best way to analyze the type of data you collected. This will require a brief explanation of statistical functions and tests.  From that list, you will explain which functions and tests you would use and what kind of information they would produce.  Keep in mind that certain types of statistics are relevant to certain types of data. The data will be based on the type of measurements you attached (nominal, ordinal, numerical, ratio).  You will most likely always run descriptive statistics such as Frequencies, Modes of Central Tendency, and Correlations.  Whether you follow up and use Chi-Square, T-Tests, ANOVA, and/or Multiple Regression is based on the type of data you sought to collect. 
(10) Despite the fact that you will NOT collect any real data or run any actual tests, you will assume the following for the purpose of Statement of Findings: H1R (Research Hypothesis 1) proved valid.  For example, Liberals are more likely to be Pro-Immigration. "An overwhelming majority (75%) of Liberals either Agreed or Strongly Agreed that there should be no border wall, compared to only 4% of Conservatives who Agreed or Strongly Agreed with the statement." (Of course, you should use more than mere frequencies.) "Thus, we reject the Null Hypothesis (no difference between liberals and conservatives based on Chi-Square) and accept the Research Hypothesis.  Follow by assuming that H2R was invalid and H3R was valid in part and invalidated in part.  State your "findings" using the methods language. 
(11) All research has methodological limitations. Often, these are based on sampling and/or the exclusion of relevant variables.  In other words, we never get as broad a sample as we would like and we never include every possible independent variable that may have had an effect or dependent variable that could be impacted.  There are many other limitations listed in the textbook.  In this section, clearly state the limitations of your proposed study on those issues as well as any additional considerations germane to your particular study. 
(12) Policy implications are the ultimate goal of any good research.  If there are no implications from your "findings", then your hypotheses were likely not worth pursuing from the outset.  Rely on the proposed "findings" on your 3 hypotheses and state what they suggest regarding future policy concerning the topic under examination.  For instance, with H1R above, I would suggest that liberals be better educated about the concerns about illegal immigration and/or that conservatives be better educated about the perceived benefits. 
 
(13) Recommendations for future research should state how you or other researchers should proceed in examining this phenomenon further.  For instance, you may suggest that the sample be expanded for greater generalization, or that additional variables be considered, etc.  Perhaps interviews should be used to follow up and find out the reasons for some of the statistical findings.  Check to verify that the methods section is formatted properly per APA style and that there are no grammatical, structural, or citation errors and make revisions as suggested by the instructor. 
(14) Reference Section:  The reference section must be in APA format.  There is no excuse for not knowing proper format at this point in the program.  Citing the website is not sufficient.  You need to include the authors, year published, article title, academic journal, volume and page numbers.  The project requires a minimum of 15 peer-reviewed academic journal articles.  Not news articles, or websites, or reports, and not even law review articles as they are articles of persuasion.  You need to utilize empirical and theoretical articles that are subject to peer-review.  Note that the instructor may permit other types of articles if there is a dearth of publications on a seminal topic.  Any articles beyond the 15 may be from a variety of sources.
(15) Cover Letter and Research Instrument:  Include the letter that you would write to the subjects of your study, describing the project, confidentiality, and your desire for them to participate.  The research instrument (most often a survey) must be self-standing and incorporate all questions and responses, fully developed and operationalized as if it was going to be sent out the next day.  
